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• T HE SAVANTS of the med ia fell all
over themselves repeating in unc tuous
un ison tha t th is year's Republican Na­
tiona l Convention was a dreadful bore
and an exercise in the vacuous-the only
contest being that between "Libera l"
prefere nce for homespun platitude ver­
sus conservative preference for mili tan t
cliche. Such a revelation was like divulg­
ing the news that Jimmy Durante has
a big nose. A ny American with a tele­
vision set, who endured any par t of that
four-day snoring contest in Miam i, can
tell you the th ing was dull. Ame ricans
hardly needed to hear it from Establish­
men t pund its whose idea of style is a
cute one-liner at the end of a H untley­
Brinkley report on casualties in Vie t­
nam.

But, of course, the Establishmen t did
need to have its in finite number of
mon keys pecking at their infinite num­
ber of typewriters to keep the citize nry
en tranced while the big steal was ac­
complished and the loot was re-labeled .

What was stolen?
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In case you hadn't noticed, the Re­
publican Left grabbed conservative is­
sues almost lock, stock, and law enforce­
me nt . Not conservative solutions, you
understand, but they sure put the grab
on conservati ve issues. W hat's more,
conservative Republ icans who should
kn ow better seemed to love it, and for
all I kn ow are still cheerin g the fact and
floating aro und the ceiling of the Con­
vent ion H all like so man y half-gassed
balloons. It was possibly the greatest
tr iumph of dialectics since 1932, when
F ranklin Roosevelt toured the country
declaring that H erber t H oover was a
ma d spender bankrupting the nation in
a headlong rush towa rd socialism .
F .D .R., you will recall, ran on the most
conservative platform ever written by a
majo r American Party. H e talked like
a man thirty degrees to the Right of
Geo rge Wallace-e-unti l he was elected.

I
W HAT HAPPENED in Miami was, of

course, pure show business- well-timed,
choreographed , orchestrated, profession­
al show business. It was dull because it
was sup posed to be dull: Its authors
realized what every playwright knows,
that dra matic conflict req uires dissen­
sion, and dissension breeds disunity un­
less caref ully controlled. W hat agree­
ments were made at the scenario con­
ferences, and who was in on prepara­
tion of the boring scrip t, we can only
sur mise. The object, however, was to
propagand ize the conservative wing of
the Party, q uietly pat its wounded ego,
an d sell it a gilded brick . That brick
was labeled Party Unity .
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The way the script was written, the
disunity of 1964 was no longer th e fault
of those disloyal "Liberals" who be­
trayed and sabotage d Barry Goldwater,
bu t of that weird cult of 27 million
ideological dervish es wh o had run
scream ing onto the swo rds of Lyndon's
legions, believin g that their sacrifice
would somehow help to re-establish our
Co nstitut ion and th e American system
of free ent erprise. N ow , with a "Lib­
eral" candidate in prospect, it was the
turncoats of 1964 who were leading th e
cry for unity and pragmatism. With
Wallace in the race, the "L iberals" re­
alized that they must have conservative
support to win . "Pragmat ism! " they
cried . And, conservative Republicans
answere d: "Pragmatism! "

It was all verv cordia l. "Liberals"
even permitted th~ former conserv ative
spokesma n, a fellow nam ed Goldwater ,
to support their plea for unity before
the Convent ion. It was like the victim
of a mu gging being called as character
wit ness for his assailants- not so mu ch
offering proof of the victim 's compas­
sion as providing evidence th at wh en
the mu ggers st ruck th ey hit the man in
the head harder than anyone had real­
ized at the tim e. Conservatives were
now welcomed back into th e Republican
Par ty. It was like bein g met at th e door
of your own hom e by a hospitable
burglar and being invited to come in
for a drink. Cur iously, Republican con­
servatives seemed elated at such elegant
trea tme nt from Party "Liberals," and
graciously accepted t he incredibl e in­
vitation.

Thus th e Republ ican Right was for­
given for the "crime of 1964" and its
sins were washed away in the unitoxin
of further sacrific e. Surely now the new
pragmati c Republican Party would
sweep to victory in N ovember.

It was qui te a trick to get the "Lib­
eral" lions and the conservative lambs to
lie down togeth er for a few months
wh ile their cage is being constructed.
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Nonetheless, that was precisely what
happened. As the Insiders scripted a
soothing of Party conservatives to keep
them away from the amateurish Wal­
lace campaign, they also moved to keep
the Party's non-Establishment "Lib­
erals" (who also take these Conventions
seriously) from committing hari -kari
at the thought that the Republican Par­
ty might campaign on conservative
principles. Indeed, the scenario called
for monumental staging.

The cast of this pr agmatic extrava­
ganza contained a protagonist on th e
Left (fo r the "Liberals" to cheer and
th e conservatives to hiss) , a Rightist
k nigh t of th e silver screen (to make
conservative hearts go pitter-pat and to
horrify unsophisticated "Liberals") , and
a cent rist (an expe rienced and highly
competent pro fessional, sk illed at unit­
ing the Party in a shotgun wedding to
last until the second week in Novem­
ber) . The centrist, as you kn ow, got the
girl in the end-while th e Leftist kissed
his secreta ry and the Rightist k issed his
horse."

N ow, of cours e, the Establishment
autho rs of thi s script knew very well
th at there was alwa ys the chance that
th e sup porting delegates m ight get car­
ried away and delive r th eir favor to the
wr ong actor. But they knew also that
even that could not turn thi s farce into
a tra gedy. After all, to switch metaphors,
if you own all the horses in the race,
you don 't care wh o the jockeys are.

The Rockefeller campaign, for ex­
ample, suggested from the beginning
th at the N ew York Governor was act­
ing as a stalk ing hors e for his ostensible
opponent, Richard Nixon . First there
was his reluctance to become a candi­
date at a date when he had time to
forge a successful campaign. Then,

,.Amo ng th e more humorous ad-l ibs in the per ­
form anc e was the app earance of an exceedingl y
pregnant yo ung lad y parading ar ound the Con­
ven t ion H all with a sign reading : " N ixon 's the
One! " .
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when he did begin to flirt with the idea
of gett ing in, he soon back ed off, claim­
ing that his old ardor for the Presidency
was no longer there and that the rank
and file wanted Nixon . H e would not ,
he said, divide the Party. Only after the
primaries had come and go ne, and Nix­
on had the nomination sewed up , did
Rocky ente r the race, spending money
like a Rockefeller and keepin g the Re­
p ublicans in the headlines.

It was an eloque nt performance. N ix­
on had to have an enemy on the Left
to mak e him a salable commodity to
the conservatives. The Insiders kn ew
very well tha t if Nelson Rockefeller
came out against H ell, many conserva­
tives wou ld begin to find redeeming
qualities in Sata n. Thus, if Rocky did n't
like Nixon's conserva tism, it must be
a very good brand of conservatism in­
deed. Republican conservatives began to
salivate after Nixon as if he were to the
Right of Barry Goldwater.

At Miami we wer e treated to a sup er­
con fident Richard N ixon wh o didn't
seem to have a worry in the world . H e
didn 't. And the biggest tip-off was the
sight of N ixon 's supe r-com petent pro­
fessiona l staff competin g with Rocky's
bumbling ama teurs-a group crawl ing
with just the sort of high-pressure N ew
Left types gua ranteed to offend the
delegates. Some may believe that N elson
Rockefeller couldn't put togeth er a
team of first-rate professional s, but those
who do are most likely locked up on
funny-farms .

Following Nixon's first-ba llot victory,
the N ew York Governor cond ucted a
final press conference at which he was
suitably sour. Ei ther it was an act or
Nelson Rockefeller is a spoiled brat wit h
no more polish than an egg crate . It is
possible, of course, that delegate affec­
tion for Nixon at Miami was gen uinel y
spontaneous and that, while Rock y is
king of the Establishment, he is so de­
spised within the rank and file of the
Republican Party that no National Con-
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vention could be forced to nominate
him for dog catch er. T hat could sour a
man-like ow ning the Green Bay Pack­
ers, but want ing to qu arterback the
team . Such speculation, however, gives
little credit to the enormous sophistica­
tion of Nelson Rockefeller.

Just how phon y the Rockefeller-Nix­
on contest really was is indicated in
Newsweek of August nineteenth:

A s soon as JI7isconsin P" t N ixon
over the top, Rock)' turn ed to a staffer
and said : " Let's call Dick," . . . and
the loser told the victor: " IVell, )'ollr
st"ateg)' reall)' worked."

It sure did . Rocky helped keep the spot­
light on the Party, did his best to make
Nixon look relativ ely conservative, and
-as soon as the Convention was over­
pledged to work as hard for Nixon as
he would for himself. That pledge, in­
cidentally, included similar promises
which Rockefeller extracted from such
Left ists as Senator Jacob [avit s and
Mayor John Lind say. T o suggest that
anyone of these gentleme n would
wor k for a genuinely conservat ive can­
didate of any kind is the most absur d
sor t of naivete.

II
AH WELL, at Miami Mr. Nixon was

the one. And, his acceptance speech
proved a masterpi ece of pra gmatism­
superbly eloquent and totally noncom­
mittal. H e sounded to the casual listener
like a combi nation of Billy Graham
calling for a crus ade against sin, Joh n
Wayne delivering a Fo urth of Jul y
speech to the American Legion, Pat
O 'Brien exhorti ng Notre D am e to "win
one for the Gipper," George Wallace at
his ironic best, and Martin Luther K ing
ascending the mountain. The speech
was delivered in terms which drew posi­
tive reactions from both "Libera ls" and
conservatives without offending either.
Such an accomplishment is more diffi-
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cult than passing an elephant through
the eye of a donkey, and one must ad­
mire Mr. Nixon's oratorical experti se if
not his anti -ideology.

As the former Vice President de­
livered that speech, I imagined P. T.
Barnum sitting in the hereafter, scratch­
ing his head, and noting what the pop­
ulation explosion has done to magnify
his estimate of the birth rate of suckers.
At his side, H. L. Mencken chewed on
a soggy, unlit cigar and held his sides
as he emitted giant guffaws, recalling
his declaration that no one ever went
broke overestimating the gullibility of
the American people.

The speech was amazing. Mr. Nixon
said that to the "new" Republican Party
the enemy of libert y is not collectiv­
ism itself, but the mismanagement of
collectivism. Generalities abounded.
Whereas the address was far different
in tone from Nixon's acceptance speech
of 1960, in which he had att empted to
outpromise the D emocrats in detail ,
the theme was the same. The Wall
Street Journal had dubbed the 1960 ac­
ceptance a wedding of the "Welfare
State to fiscal responsibility." That
theme was repeated in 1968-but this
time Nixon hedged his bet by attacking
the consequences of the very collectiv­
ism he proposed.

Richard Nixon kn ew that in 1968 the
mood of the nation has become increas­
ingly conservative ; Americans are sick
of court decisions handcuffing the po­
lice, of the scandal-ridden "War on
Poverty," of joggin g inflation, and of
the looting and burning of our cities by
psychotic Black Nationalists and revo­
lutiona ry delinquents. As America's
preeminent reader of trends, he devoted
his 1968 acceptance speech to an attempt
to steal a march on these issues-all
raised by George W allace-just as he
had attempted in 1960 to steal a march
on the issues raised by John K enn edy.
The difference , as always with Mr. N ix­
on, was a matter of solutions: This time
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Nixon was arguing that his alchemists
could cook up a totally new brand of
federal collectivism guaranteed to cure
Welfare problems, racial hostil ity, vio­
lence in the streets, and probably warts .

Richard Nixon did say many of the
right things in that speech-and he said
them beautifully. He talked of the
American Revolution being the only
true and continuing revolution, and of
what private initiative has done for our
country. He spoke of law and order
and Ame rica's declining world position.
But, in reading the address, as opposed
to merely listening to it, one discovers
that he conveyed many illusory impres­
sions. The speech imp lied that we would
recapture the Pueblo and free its crew,
but made no specific commitment . It
sounded as if Nixon would stop the
War in Vietnam, but said nothing about
winning it. It dwelled on law and or­
der, but promised only a war on "or­
ga nized crime . . . loan sharks . .. num­
bers racketeers . . . filth peddlers and
the narcotics peddl ers. . .." with no
mention of the Communists and their
Black N ationalist comrades who are
making good their promises for guer­
rilla war fare. N ixon also seemed to say
that he would cut federal spending and
taxes; but again, this was only an im­
pression implied by the tone of the
rhetoric.

H ere was a cand idat e who even
seemed to be promi sing an end to for­
eign aid- the very man wh o said in his
article of October, 1967, for the Council
on Foreign Relations' magazine Foreign
Affairs, that he sough t a new Marshall
Plan to dump even mor e vast sums of
foreign aid into bottomless Asia.

In his acceptance speech Nixon called
also for "a new int ernationalism" in
which America would enlis t its allies
and friends to join with us in our mu­
tual struggles. Di d he mean we were at
last going to require ou r allies to carry
their share in effor ts to stop the Com­
munists ? Hardly. H e didn't explain,
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because the "new int ernationalism"
Nix on talked about has been in his bag
of tricks for years. H e mea nt driving
us into a United States of N .A.T.O.
as but one region of an intern ational­
ist supergovern me nt. And, this is cer­
tainl y nothing " new" with him . As the
magazine of the dan gerous United
W orld Federalists, Wo rld Government
News, noted in its issue of October
1948: " [Congressma n] Richard Ni xon:
Introduced world govern ment resolu-

Republican nominee backs new internationali!m.

tion (HCR 68) 1947, and ABC (World
Govern ment) resolution 1948." In 1951
he sponsored an anti -sovereignty resolu­
tion which World Government News
said "calls for u .S. initiative toward a
federal un ion of democracies."

Maybe he 's chan ged his mind ? May­
be Mr. Nixon meant something else by
"the new inte rnationalism" to which he
referr ed ? Not so. The U nited World
Fe deralist publication, Freedom and
Union , for A pril-May 1968 quotes his
testimon y in favor of the Atlantic U nion
Resolution before the House Foreign
Affa irs Committee of the last Congress.
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There Nixon declar ed : "The Atlantic
Union Resolution is a forw ard-looking
proposa l wh ich acknowledges the depth
and bread th of incredibl e cha nge going
on in the wo rld around us. I urge its
adoption." That kind of " new inter­
nationalism " would spell the end to
u.S. sovereignty. The fact that Nixon
backs it, as you can see from his own
words, is beyond doubt.

In short, wh en read carefully and
measur ed against his record ed commit­
ment s, Rich ard Nixon's acceptance
speech was powerfully disturbing.

III
IF YOU SUFFER from acute, chronic in­

somnia, you might try reading the
G.O.P.'s enormous and deadl y-dull
platform of 1968. One wag has re­
marked that anyone from Mao Ts e-tung
to Attila the Hun could comfo rtably
run on it. There are virtually no com­
mitm ents. It does courageousl y declare
the Par ty for good and agai nst evil, bu t
it is very hazy about how to tell which
is which. Certa inly the platform ten ds
to be far more "Liberal" than even Nix­
on's acceptance speech, and the Party
"moderates" called it highl y "progres­
sive." Jam es Reston of the N ew York
Times, gloating over the platform's
abandonme nt of conservatism, wrote:

.. . [the Republicans ] have learned
from their disastrous campaign of
19(,4. Nobody is putting party ideol­
og), above party ullit)', not even
Goldwater. In fact, Goldwater, Rea­
gan, N ixon and Rockefeller have all
accepted th e objectives of a party
platform that H nmpbrcy or even Mc ­
Carthy could accept .

Ah yes, an d Mao and Attila too.
This year 's Repub lican platform was,

of course, prepare d under the carefu l
di rection of Illi nois Sena tor Everett
Di rksen, whose euph uisti c wizardry
with polysyllabic synonyms for collectiv-
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ism fairl y oozes from every slick para­
g raph. Com me nting on this, A rthur
K rock of the New Y ork T im es referred
to the aging thespian as "t he most de­
voted practiti oner of 'loyal opposit ion'
that any Pr esident of the majority could
hope for," and noted that Dirksen as­
siduously avoided sticking Republi can
spears in the soft underbelly of L.B .J.'s
collectivist Admi nistration. After all,
Mr. Johnson has highl y praised the
work of D irksen , crediting him with
engineering the passage of such key
legislation as the "C ivil Righ ts" bills of
1964 and 1965, the federal "open hous­
ing" legislation of 1968, the Consular
T reaty with the Soviets, the $100 mil­
lion loan for the U.N., etc . As John
H erbers explained in the New Y ork
Tim es of October 16, 1967 :

President Johnson and Senator
Dirksen baue been close fo r man)'
years and ever)'one believes that the
President con jers with the Republican
mi nority leader m ore oftell and more
int imately than [with ] an)'one else ill
Congress.

Yet, it was Everett Dirksen who su­
pervised the wr iting of the Republican
platform. When Republican conserva­
tives in Cong ress objected that he was
too close to L.B.J ., and too far to the
Left to honestly perform such a task
with credit to the Party, D irk sen ad­
mitted: "1 always liked the President
so much, even wh en he was Senate
Majorit y Leader, that 1 could eat him."
(N ew Y ork Tim es, D ecemb er 6, 1967.)

D irksen certainly did a job, handling
the platform with conside rable defer­
ence to his fr iend. Even so, L.B.J.' s
minority floor mana ger received a vast
ovation from the gullible delegates dur­
ing his Co nvention speech as he hypo­
critically castigated the Gr eat Society
for its failures-failures result ing large­
ly from legislation wh ich he had him­
self help ed to ram through the Senate,
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and wh ich he had sought to perpetuate
in the Republicans' ow n platform. The
senior Senator from 1llinois is living,
dri nking proo f tha t there is not a dim e's
worth of difference between Socialist
Part y A and Socialist Party B.

Everett Dirksen 's Republican plat­
form makes absolutely no attack upon
the philosophy of the D emocrat Party
as being socialistic, nor does it propose
the restoration of the Constitution. Its
qu arrel with the D emocrats, alas, is
over which Par ty can best provide "d y­
nam ic leadership" to efficiently run the
Supe rstate. Natura lly, such "Liberals"
as colum nist Sylvia Port er went posi­
tively gushy over the Republican plat­
form wh en they found that it actually
went so far as to abando n the trad itional
G.O.P . stand for a balan ced Budget. As
Sylvia noted :

This .. . represents the fi rst time
in th e history of 0111' cosntr» that a
political platform has failed to pa), at
least lip service to the uirtnes of bal­
ancing the blldget, alld the omission,
mind yOIl, has com e f irst ill the Re­
pllblican platform ! lnjormed econo ­
mists . . . have 10llg accepted . . .
defici t spending. A nd in iHiami thi s
week , the Repablicnn platform writ­
ers grabbed the lead and tuent beyond
them to an extraordinary high level
of economic statesmanship,

While you're gasping over that one,
we might just mention that the Repub­
licans also pledged their devotion to
ending infl ation. Ending inflation with­
out balan cing the federa l Budget is like
trying to increase the birth rate while
requ irin g con tracepti on .

Of course, the slipperiest plank of the
platform concerned the W ar in Viet­
nam- a pl ank so ambiguous that it can
he interpre ted to favor everything from
dropping nucl ear bombs on Hanoi to
abandonme nt of Southeast Asia. Dr.
R.T. H ood, a delegate from North Car-

AMERICAN OPINION



olina, attemp ted to put some sense into
this plank by offering an amendment
from the floor of the Convention. H is
amend ment had earlier been passed by
North Carolina's Rep ublican Conven­
tion and State Conventions of four other
states. It read:

W e are at war in Vi etnam and 0111'

m emy is the total Communist bloc
of nations with at least 80% of the
sinews of war being provide d N orth
Vietnam by Soviet Russia and its
Esropean satelli tes. This help to
North Vi etnam has been made pos­
sible almost entirely by the Adm inis­
tration's help to the Soviet Union and
its satellites . T herefore, th e Republi­
can Party honorably pledges to exert
fllll allthority and infltlence to stop
promp tly aid in any [orm to 0 111'

Communist enemies.

Delegate H ood went to the rostrum and
arranged with Conv ention Cha irma n
Ge rald Ford, through an assistant, to
be allotted five minutes to offer his
amendment. The physician then re­
turned to the North Carolina delega­
tion while George Romney spoke about
amending the V ietnam plank . To Dr.
H ood 's astonishment, North Caro lina's
microphone was suddenly shut off back­
stage and , as he stood and yelled for
F ord 's attention, the Chairman look ed
in the other dir ection , quickly an­
nou nced that the plat form was adop l ,. ~l ,

and ad journed the Convention for the
day.

Sad ly, no Party leader, including
Richard Nixon, was willing to make
an issue of U .S. aid and trade with a
Communist enemy killing American
soldiers in Vietnam.

For years, the G.O .P. platform has
called for oppositio n to Communism at
home and abroad. This year, domestic
Comm unism is not even m entioned in
the platform. Law and ord er is stressed,
but it is clear that law and order can-
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not be restored un til the Com mun ist
leaders of the urb an guerrillas are dealt
with . Nonetheless, there was no men­
tion in the platform of S.N.C.C.'s para ­
milita ry Black Pa nthers , Stokely Car­
michael, Hubert "R ap" Brown, or other
members of the Co mm unists' constella­
tion of Black N ationa list revolut ionar­
ies. D iscussion of th e real causes be­
hind the orga nized and subsidized burn­
ing and looting of Ame rican cities was
far too "controversial" for the Bland
Old Par ty.

Also symptomatic of the erosion of
the G.O.P. as a bastion of anti-Com­
munism were statements made at Miami
bv nominee Richard N ixon. A mere
two weeks before the rape of Czecho­
Slovakia by the Soviet s and their hench­
men, New York Tim es headl ines
blared : "Nixon Says H e H as Eased
Views O n Com munist Bloc Since 1960."
Mr. Nixon explained to a Miami news
conference tha t the Communist Con­
spiracy was no longe r an un yielding,
monolithi c force. In 1960, th e candidate
maintain ed, "the Communist worl d was
a monolith ic world. T oda y it is a split
world , schizophrenic, wi th very great
diversity." Maybe he should try to tell
that to the families of the teenagers
crus hed under th e treads of Soviet tanks
in th e streets of Pragu e, or to those of
the American boys killed by R ussian
guns in Vi etn am.

As Am ericans died in Vietnam, Nix­
un even said he believes that the "era
of con fro nt ation" with the Communist
world has ended, ushe rin g in a new
"era of negotiations with th e Soviet
Union ... and . . . the leaders of the
next sup erp owcr, Com munist China:.. ."

In ascribi ng to the new myths and
ign oring th e old realities, Richard Nix­
on announced th at the harsh word s he
had for the Commu nists in his 1960 ac­
ceptance speech are today "irrelevant."
And, he add ed : "As the facts change,
an y in telligent man does change his ap­
proa ches to the problem s. It does not
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mean that he is an opportunist. It means
only that he is a pragmatist." Such a
victory of pragmatism over princip le,
alas, is the story of the decay of Rich ard
Nixon and of the Republican Part y.

IV
THE SOLITARY surprise of the Miami

Convention, of course, was Mr. Nixon 's
selection of one Spiro T. Agnew, Gov­
erno r of Maryland, as his running mate.
The announcement of this choice is
said to have sent Americans scrambling
for their medical dictionaries. Though
it has now been established beyond
reasonable doubt that Spiro Agnew is
not some exotic disease, the Maryland
Gove rnor remains, for the general pub­
lic, largely an unknown qu antity. Re­
searching him was like trying to accu­
m ulate a file on the Mayor of Calcutta.

Nevertheless, our researchers have
pored t hro ugh a decade of mic rofi lm
and bound new spaper volumes from his
home state of Maryland and have found
pre tty much what we expected. Spiro
Agnew, it turns out, is a sort of Border­
state John Lindsay. Which, of cours e,
explains wh y the Establishment myth­
makers have done thei r best to weave
about him the aura of a latterdav Rob­
ert E . Lee, draping him in magnolia
blossoms to try to convince potential
defectors to Wallace that selection of
Agnew means that the Republican Par­
ty has fallen into the clutches of erst­
while D ixiecrat s. My friends in the
South will , I hope, forgive my guffaw.

While Agnew is a certified, guaran­
teed, pedigreed, gr ade-A "Liberal," he
appears to have one unseeml y quirk
which makes him anathema to many
of his fellow "Liberals." We are told h~
has the strange notion tha t crimi na ls
and subversives should not be allowed
to burn down America's cities und er
the guise of soliciting their "rights."
Governor Agnew, a staunch proponent
of almost everyth ing labeled "Civil
Rights," drew the line when the Reds
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began to throw Molotov cocktail s and
loot for Black Pow er. That this should
so infur iate N egro "moderates" and
white "Liberals" actually tells us mu ch
more about them than 'about the Gov­
ernor.

Spiro T. Agn ew was apparently se­
lected by N ixon because the Maryland­
er is about as close as any "Liberal"
Govern or ever got to being a political
unknown. Percy, Lindsay, or even the
path etic George Romney, would have
added mor e glamour and pulling power
to the tick et; but, they were kn own
quantities and wou ld have sent man y
Part y conservatives, parti cularly South­
ern ers, int o the Wallace camp. The se­
lection of California Govern or Ronald
Reagan or Senator John T ower would
have caused the Party's manic progres­
sives to encore their 1964 sit-out. Thus,
the Bland Old Party reached for an os­
tensible nonent ity. .

Obvi ously Rich ard N ixon did not
want to share the limeli ght with a po­
tential scene stealer like a Lindsay or a
Reagan , With Ag new he has no such
worr y. Spiro T. Agnew is every bit as
exciting as a trip to the bakery to smell
hot bread .

It is possible that T ed Ag new will go
down in history as the Acciden tal V eep.
H e is on the ticket because of Richard
N ixon's sudden and cur ious craving for
vanilla, and his election as Govern or of
Maryland was just as strange. The
D emocrats ow n a three-to-one regist ra­
tion advant age in Maryland, result ing
in Republicans there being elected to
statewide office with all the freq uency
of a P rotestant landslide in Spain. Os­
tensibly, Ag new owes his victory in
1966 to a ga rru lous character named
George P. Maho ney.

Who is Geo rge P. Mahon ey? W hy,
he was the Democrats' choice to op pose
Spiro Ag new for Governor-and that
was even more strange than the Repub­
lican victory. Geo rge P. Mahoney is
Maryland's answer to Harold Stassen.
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A mill ionaire Baltimore paving con­
tracto r, Mahoney's hobby is ru nning for
public office. H e does this as other men
play golf, go trou t fishing, or hu nt deer.
Fall is always cam paign season for
Geo rge, and in 1966 he was unsuccess­
fu lly seeking public office for the sixth
time.

In the primary, the "Liberal" D emo­
crats split their vote between three high ­
powered Leftist cand idates and George
Mahoney emerged the victor. A typical
"L ibera l" politician. Mahoney noneth e­
less based his entire cam paign on a
carnival pitch aimed at Agnew's pro­
posal of collectivist "open housing"
legislation, adopti ng the slogan: "Your
H ome is Your Castle." Spiro Agnew,
of course, maintained that vour hom e is
not your castle, and th;t int elligent
bureaucrats should be allowed to imple­
ment "open housing" laws to force the
sale of homes in wh ite neighbo rhoods
to Negroes. "Liberal" D emocrats, in­
clud ing eighty percent of the state's
Negro voters, aba ndo ned the D emocrat
candida te and elected Agnew on a
"Ci vil Rights" platform.

This fall, George P. Mahoney, the
accidenta l maker of Mysterious Veeps,
has for the eighth time heard the siren
call of political office and is running as
an Independent for the U.S. Senate.
Maybe he will now seek to fare better
wit h h is fellow D emocrats by adopting
the slogan : "Your H om e is Hubert 's
Castle ." But , wha tever else Mahoney
does, he has made Spiro T. Agnew.
And, Spiro T. Agnew is now the Re­
publican candidate for the office of V ice
Pr esident of the United States. Even
George P. Mahon ey would hardly have
made a more unlik ely choice.

Mr. Agnew's career has been singular­
ly lack luster. A native of Baltimore, and
the son of a Greek immigrant, he re­
turned from the War to finis h law
school. Politically ambitious, the young
lawye r swi tched his registration from
D emocrat to Republican wh en friends
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advised hi~ that there were alread y too
many D emocrat politicians in Mary­
land . H e worked as a claims adjuster
for an insurance company and as a per­
sonnel mana ger for a food chain. H e
was recalled for a year's service in the
Korean Wa r. Afte r return ing to Balt i­
more, young Agnew began prac ticing
labor law and suddenlv became active
in Leftist causes, working to help break
down local m uni cipal cont rol by br ing­
ing "Metro Govern me nt" to Baltimore.

By 1958. Spiro Ag new was appointed
to the hig h position of minority memb er
of the County Board of Ap peals, which
heard zoning cases. H is ouster from
that job by a D emocrat-co nt rolled
County Co unci l, desp ite his backing
from civic gro ups, prov ed a luck y break
for the appre ntice politician. The bounce
fro m the zo ning board onl y gave him
new prominence and favo rable pub­
licity which helped erase his 1960
failure in a bid for an elected seat on
the Circuit Court. (Look, I'm not
making this up . I'm simply detailing
the man' s meteoric rise.)

Ag new was able to take advantage of
a Democratic spli t in 1962 and was
elected to the post of County Execut ive
- his first elective office - a positio n
on the cou nty level similar to that of
city manager. During his fou r-year ten­
ure, county spending escalated forty­
four percen t as Agn ew successfully
shoved thro ugh a series of near ru inou s
new taxes. H e did fail in his attempt
to pile a county income tax on top of the
existing state and federal income taxes,
but such became his reputation as a
reckless spendthrift that wh en he ran
for Go vernor he failed to carry his own
county.

In add ition to his wild spending,
Agnew establis hed a "Human Relation s
Commission," which was put into the
hands of a "Civi l Righ ts" militan t ; he
shoved th rough the first "public accom­
modations" law (including swimming
pools) ado pted by an y county govern-
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ment in th e United States; and, he ad­
vocated a county "fair housing" law,
tak ing the choice of to whom a man's
propert y m ay be so ld away fro m th e
individ ua l ow ner a nd ves ti ng it in the
government.

Spiro Agne w quickly became one of
the nation 's forem ost ad vocat es of the
"Metro Gover nment" schemes fina nced
by the Rockefel ler Foundatio n
sche mes which seek to abolish citv a nd
cou nty lin es and turn urban areas into
fiefdo ms fo r bureaucrat ic "planne rs."
H e had been in office as Bal timore's
Co u nty Ex ecu tive for o n ly a yea r when
someone pulled som e strings and he
was na med a di recto r of the N at ional
Associati on of Co u nt ies, a nationwide
o rg a niza tio n of metrocrat planners. "I
feel," he said, "that the biggest challen ge
fo r the cou n ty is to determine how far
we're go ing to go in the concept o f
metropoli tan go vern me nt. . . ." H e m et
that cha llenge by pro posin g that th e
people of the five coun ties su rrou nd ing
th e C ity of Baltimore be made to ante
u p tax funds to support the city o n th e
basis, he said , of " from eac h acco rd ing
to h is abi lity."

Co nt in uing to under mine local re­
sponsibility for govern ment, and seek­
ing to bri ng mo re mo ney un der h is ow n
control, Agne w began a program to
att ract vas t "fede ra l aid " programs in to
Ba lti mo re Countv. When his Urban
R en ew al scheme ' produced o rga nize d
resis ta nce from aroused citizens , he
resorted to ch aract er assassi nati on and
referre d to his conservative o ppo nents
as " fca rmo ngers" a nd worse. Nonethe­
less, his Urban Renew al bond issue
w ent do w n to a smashing defeat by a
margin of th ree-to-o ne in a 1964 referen­
dum.

Soon , our anti-conservative little
Cou nty Ex ecutive was spea k ing ou t on
Presid en tial politics, urg ing that the
Republican Party unite around o ne of
the most o utspoken Leftists in the
Sen at e. H ere is how he put it:
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The man wh o could provide a
rallying point to end this impasse is
a man of broad bi-partisan appeal
and a moderate Republican, U. S.
Senator Th omas H. Knebel .. . the
courageous memy of all politi cal ex­
tremists.

When the Kuch el bandwagon turned
o u t to have sq uare wheels, Agnew
switched his troth to the even more
a n ti-conse rva tive G overnor of Penn­
sylvania , W illiam Scranton. A s a Re­
publica n del egate to the Republican
N ational Co nvent io n in 1964, the "mod­
era te" Mr. Agnew suppo rted William
Scranton even mo re strongl y after th e
Pennsylv anian accused Goldwater of
advocating a "racial holocaust ," and
"n uclear war," and "a w hole crazy-qui lt
co llectio n of absurd and dangerous
positions th at would be soundly re­
pudiat ed by th e A merica n people in
Novem be r."

Returning fro m th e Republicans' 1964
Conve nt io n, Co u n ty Executive Agnew
issued a sta teme nt which, point by
point, Jpecifically repudiated Gold­
uratcr's con scruatu/ e philosophy, But,
said Agnew , he would suppo rt the
ticket out of Party loyalty so as to hel p
see to it tha t no suc h disas te r as con­
se rvat ism ever overtook the R epublican
Par ty agai n. Agnew's stateme n t made
it clear th at, while he was obligated to
support G oldwater, he hoped nobody
else wou ld.

F ollowing his curious election as
G overnor of Maryland two years ago,
he continued his Leftist ways . He be­
came, according to the New Y ork
Tim es, "a sort of bipartisan liberal h ero
in his sta te. . . . H e represented the new
breed of professiona l public adminis­
tr ator." His Administration, the T im es
happily tells us, tilted decid edly to port­
side as th e G ov ernor a nd a coalition of
" Liberal" D emocrats legislated a minia­
ture Great Soci ety in th e Old L ine
State.
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"As his reputation as a low-key
parti san and a problem solver ad­
vanced," the New York Times says,
Agn ew "sponsored the largest tax in­
crease in Mar yland's history," including
institution of a "progressive" income
tax to replace Mary land 's previous flat
rate . And, despit e the eno rmous rise
in taxes, Spiro Ag new's pro lific spend ­
ing has run up a $50 mi llion deb t.

Far from being a vigorous enforcer
of the law he has, according to the
Times, been "restrained on crime." In
fact , the Tim es cheers the fact that,
with the power of com mutation, Spiro
Agn ew "would not sanction capital
punishment except in the most heinous
crimes." In the Governor's book, it
turns out, plain old murder is not a
"heinous crime."

Agn ew's passion for government by
"planners" rath er than by elected rep­
resentatives has continued. Following
the model set up by the Leftist Ameri­
can Assembl y, Governor Agn ew created
a convention to rewrite Mar yland's
constitution along lines proposed by the
"Metro Government" crowd. Again, as
with Urban Renewal, organized con­
servative resistance led to its over­
whelming defeat at the polls despite
out-of-state fin ancing and the fu ll back­
ing of Maryland 's Leftist community.

As 1968 approached, Spiro Agnew
once more began to toy with national
Presidenti al politics. "Mr. Agnew's flir­
tation with Governor Rock efeller started
during that first spring of his incum­
bencv," we are told bv the Baltimore
Sun: The flirtation 'blossomed into
romance on May 1, 1967, when Agnew
made a well-publicized trip to New
Yor k to urge Mr. Rockefeller to run.
He got enough private encouragement
to continue beating the drums for the
Rock of the Left.

Spiro Agn ew made repeated en­
treating visits to the New York Gover­
nor and orga nized a nation al committee
to support Rock efeller 's candidacy.
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Rockefeller even sent Ag new to the
A.F .L.-C.I.O. Co nvention at Bal H ar­
bour, Florida, to line up un ion support
for his candidacy. In Mar yland, Agnew
recruited a long list of wealthy and
prom inent Republicans and Democrats
to publ icly endorse Rockefeller. Many
of them, along with the Press , were pres­
ent in Ag new 's office on March twenty­
first of this year to hear the televised
press conference at wh ich Rockefeller
was expected to reveal that he would
seek the Presidency.

When Rock y announced that he
would not run, Agnew is said to have
been hu miliated in front of the Pres s
and his closest political supporters. He
claim ed that no one from the Rocke­
feller organization had informed him
that Nels on was temporarily bai ling out
of the campaign. T his is the excuse
cited by the Left for the end of the
Rockefeller-Agn ew rom ance. It is no
doubt as phon y as Spiro's rise from
sma ll-time county politici an to Vice
President ial candidate in a mere two
years.

Nelson's spot in Agnew's heart was
quick ly taken by Richard Nixon and,
the pub licity stories tell us, from that
point on the "moderate" Mr. N ixon's
powerful personality was so compelling
that Ag new began making conserva­
tive noises in what the Times calls
"a ng ry, illiberal outburs ts," about such
things as the burning of Baltimore by
Communist-led Black ationalists.

Not that he want ed anvone to think
him a real conservative, you understand.
T o mak e certain that didn't happen, the
Governor announced that Stok ely Ca r­
michael and "Rap " Brown "are agents
of destr uction and they wi ll surely de­
stroy us if we do not repudiate them
and their philosophies - along with . ..
the American N az i Party, the John
Birchers and their fellow travelers."
Such a lum ping of the patriotic John
Hirch Society with revolutionar ies and
N azis was a calumnious act right out
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ning struck Maryland's Accid ental Gov­
erno r. Ag new was, it is claimed, suit­
ably stunned. Cert ainly everyone else
was. The imp ression has been gen­
erated that Governor Agnew was
selected only after a "t hras hing-out "
session in which a powe rful block of
Southern Senators forced him upon
Richard Nixon. Mr. Nixon made it
look that way, all right. But , as it turned
out, the Agnews had known that the
selection of the Maryland Gove rno r was
in the wind for at least a month.

Wa lter Cronkite's C.B.S. News, on
the Monday night following the Con­
venti on, carr ied a report from a cor­
respondent who interviewed Governor
Agnew's son, Rand y, a Seabee in Viet­
nam . The reporter asked young Agn ew
when he first kn ew about the possibilit y
of his father getting the Vice Pr es­
iden tial nom ination. U A bout a month
ago," Randy Ag new told the C.B.S.
correspondent. H e said his mother had
wri tten him that his father and Nixon
had talked about the possibility of the
Marylander being on the ticket.

Something is terribly phony about
this whole business. H ere is Spiro
Agnew, described by David Broder, the
Was hington Pos t's super-sleuth in
charge of watching conservatives, as a
man "virtually devoid of philosop hy,"
being parlayed by a chai n of political
"acciden ts" into can didacy for the na­
tion's second-highest office. H aving
held elected office only since 1962,
Ag new, who is described by his crit ics
as cold, thin-skinned, and ar rogant, was
elected twice because his opp osition was
badly split, and was supposedly selected
for the Vice Presidenti al nomination be­
cause he is a polit ical neuter. What
madn ess is this?

It is cert ainly madness enough to
cause a lot of Republi can conservatives
to feel mighty uncomfortable. - -

of a Moscow propaganda broadcast.
Agnew knew better - but that was
the Rockefel ler line and, howev er the
script called for his attachment to
Nixon, he was clearly still Rocky's boy.

As the Republican Convention ap­
proached, Ag new cranked up his image
still further by issuing harsh words
against the "Poo r People's March" and
the Kerner Report , despite the fact that
in August of 1967, with other "Liberal"
Republican Govern ors, he had met in
N ew York at a conference called bv
Governor Rockefeller to announc~
that N egro riots occur because the fed­
eral gove rn ment is "not providing
financial resources on a scale com­
mensurate with the dimensions of the
problem." In his new role, of course,
Agn ew has now found a diff erent
cause :"1£ one wants to pinpoint the
cause of the riots, it would be this per­
missive clima te and the misguided com­
passion of public opinion." Quite some
change !

Clea rly, all of th is qu ickly manu­
factured tough ness was part of the
bui ld-up for his nomi nation to the Re­
publican ticket as a stro ng law-and­
order man. H e is in fact so un comfort­
able in his new role that he is now even
complaining that "it is being made to
appear that I am a little to the right of
King Lear." When the interviewer
questioned wh ether Lear was a Rightist,
Agnew replied dryly: "W ell, he re­
served the right to himself to behead
people, and by my definition that is a
rightist position."

At Miami, Spiro Agnew delivered
only eighteen of Mary land's twenty-six
nominating votes to Nixon. But we are
asked to believe that he became so loyal
a work er for the former Vice President
that, as chance would have it, Nixon
asked him to make his formal nom­
inating address. The next day, light-

CRACKER BARREL- - - - - - - - - - - -

I _ EAGLE ROCK-N obod y in our family owns a Neh ru jacket, but my six-months-old
gran dson wear s Mahatma G and hi pants. -JACK MOFFITT
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